TRENDS IN THE CONDUCT OF SPACE PHYSICS

57

GONG

1984
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95

First workshop

Scientific Organizing Committee

Proposal $14.77M

Program manager instrument definition team
NSF funding $0.3M for technology development
Start breadboard

NSF funding

Start prototype

Start installation
First light

FIGURE 6.8 Time line for the GONG program.

Sounding rocket payload weight has more than quadrupled in the last 20 years,
from about 125 pounds in 1970 to 600 pounds in 1990. This increase has come
about as the scientific fields matured and experiments became more demanding
and complex. It has also had a direct impact on the number and types of rockets
launched. Figure 6.10 shows that the total number of rocket launches has de-